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Vashon Lutheran Church
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

July 30, 2023

PRELUDE Dinah Helgeson

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s
gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great
catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us
first!

CANDLELIGHTING Frank Ericksen, Acolyte

GREETING/ANNOUNCEMENTS Patte Wagner, Lay Leader

Congregation stands as able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: Rev. Kristy Daniels
PK: Blessed be the holy Trinity, #+ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of

creation.
C: Amen.

PK: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
PK: To you, O God,

C: all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.
Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

PK: By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and
resurrection of =+ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn (next page): ELW, #532



Gather Us In
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name
give us the cour - age to en - ter the song
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Hauge

n
Text and music @ 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights rescrved. Uscd by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Pr. Evan Clendenin: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C

KYRIE (next page):

: And also with you.

ACS, p. 31



Song of Praise: ACS, p. 31
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:

PE: Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that
we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Congregation sits




FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 Patte Wagner, Lector (L)
Lector: A reading from 1 Kings, Chapter 3.

L: At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant
my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LorD my God, you have made
your servant king in place of my father David, although | am only a little child; I do not know
how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil;
for who can govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, | now do according to your word.
Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one
like you shall arise after you.” Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 Marita Ericksen, Cantor
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Your de- ! crees are wonderful; *therefore | obey them with ' all my heart.
When your word is opened ! it gives light; *it gives understanding ' to the simple.
| open my ! mouth and pant *because | long for | your commandments.
Turn to me and be gra- ! cious to me, *as you always do to those who ! love your name.
Order my footsteps ! in your word; *let no iniquity have dominion ' over me.
Rescue me from those ! who oppress me, *and | will keep ! your commandments.
Let your face shine up- ' on your servant *and teach | me your statutes.
My eyes shed ! streams of tears, *because people do not ! keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 Patte Wagner, Lector
L: A reading from Romans, Chapter 8.
L: The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will
of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to



the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is
to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. Please Stand as able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ACS, P. 14
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Rev. Kristy Daniels
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 13. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”



“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the
evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and

gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?”” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE:

HYMN OF THE DAY:

Congregation sits

Rev. Kristy Daniels
Congregation stands as able

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

ELW, #533,vs.1,2 &5
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I O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra - cious God, 1 come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - Iy chant-ed, here thy seced is du - Iy sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di - vine;
5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
9 ;p ¥ ik |
AL ; ; I ! i - |  — - - - =
[ famNa | k. H I I I | uatl | I | =
R e R
where my soul in joy - ful du - ty waits for God who an - SWErs prayer.,
where we find thee and a - dore thee. there a heav'n on carth must be.
let my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’cer temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word stil o’er me shine
may I un - dis - turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart, oh, en -~ ter thou, let it be thy tem - ple now!
50 that all 1 hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun - tain flows; here is balm for all  our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 16721737 tr. Cathierine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Miusic: UNSER HERRSCHER. Joachim Neander, 16501680



APOSTLES’ CREED:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. Please sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Harriet Shull Nelson, Assisting Minister (A)
A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A: Almighty God, we pray for the church and all servants of the gospel. Equip rostered and lay
ministers to proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Form
confirmands and catechumens into disciples. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the environment, clean
polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the tiny mustard seed, and send
advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the ability to discern
between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and protect those facing danger. Promote
peace across the world and in our towns and neighborhoods.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war, shelter any who
are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and heal the sick. We lift up all those in
need, either silently or aloud... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those absent from
our assembly. Grant safety to travelers and refreshment and safety for children attending
summer camps or community programs. Give direction to any experiencing life transitions.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors. Inspire us by
their witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us with your grace.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PK: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. C: Amen.

PK: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. C: And also with you.



PK: (At the end of passing of the peace) Now is the time for the sharing of our gifts to God.

OFFERING/OFFERTORY RESPONSE: ACS, #970

We Come Now to Your Table., IL.ord
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OFFERING PRAYER:
PK: Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the

world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Congregation stands as able)
GREAT THANKSGIVING:

PK: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
PK: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
PK: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE:

PK: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY... ACS, p. 36
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Bless - ed is the one who comes in the name of the

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER/COMMUNION:

PK: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

PE: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

PK: Invitation to Communion: This is the table, not of this church, but of Jesus Christ. It is
made ready for those who love him and those who want to love him more. So come, you who
have much faith, and you who have little; come, you who have been here often and you who
have not been here in a long time. Come, you who have never been before; come, you who have
tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, not because the church invites you; this is
Christ, and he invites you to meet him right here. Congregation Sits

Communion Hymn #1(next page): ACS, p. 41



Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break -ing of the bread.
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW, #793
Be Thou My Vision
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4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - Ty WoOorn,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
ev - er with thee and thou with me, T.ord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now  and al -  ways:
may I reach heav - en’s  joys, O heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s shel - ter, and thou my  high tow’'r,
thou and thou on -~ Iy, the first in my heart,
Heart of my own  heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou wme heav'n - ward, O Pow’r of my pow’T.
great God  of heav - en, Yy trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - s101, o Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers, Elecanor H. Hull, 1 §60—1933, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880—-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

PE: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep
and unite us, now and forever. C: Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:

PK: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is
our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

BLESSING:
PK: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed *+ bless, keep, and
sustain you now and to the end of the age. C: Amen

Sending Song: ACS, 942

Every Time I Feel the Spirit
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out of his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . . . . . my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - y but not the soul.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



DISMISSAL: PE: Go in peace. Share the harvest. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Dinah Helgeson

Copyright © 2023, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004030. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Worship Assistants Today: Worship Assistants next week (8/6/23):

Guest Pastor — Rev. Kristy Daniels Guest Pastor — Rev. John Michael Barich

Assisting Minister — Harriet Nelson Assisting Minister — TBA

Lector — Patte Wagner Lector — TBA

Communion Assistant — Rev. Evan Clendenin Communion Assistant — TBA

Usher — Jim Dam Usher — Jim Dam

Musician — Dinah Helgeson Musician — TBA

Cantor — Marita Ericksen Cantor — TBA

Communion Set Up — Sindy Rice Communion Set Up — TBA
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you, Rev. Kristy Daniels & Rev. Evan Clendenin for your participation in worship today at VLC!

Welcome, members & friends of Church of the Holy Spirit as well!

Rev. Daniels has a request from the Compass Housing Alliance. They are in need of new men’s boxer

shorts & new/slightly used sweat suits, both in large sizes. Please bring them to VLC on or before Sunday,
Aug. 30. Thank you!

Sunday, Aug. 30, All are invited to join a Q & A coffee hour group with Rev. Daniels in the fellowship hall

to talk about the subject of homelessness.

Sunday Bible Study Class — will resume in the fall. Many thanks to Roger Gebhard, Bible study leader!

Contact Gail Larson (206/567-4779) with your prayer requests.

IFCH Dinner Program: VLC provides five hand out meals at Vashon Presbyterian Church at 5:00 PM the
fourth Thurs. of the month. Contact Patte Wagner: pattewags@aol.com to help.

The Care Closet, Medical Equipment/Supplies — 206-473-8715. Vashon Care Network — 206-604-3253.
Email: contact@vashoncarenetwork.org; website: www.vashoncarenetwork.org

The Church Secretary’s office will be closed Tues - Thurs., Aug. 29 — 31 for a mini-vacation. The office
will be open Mon., Aug. 28, in the late afternoon, & Fri. & Sat., Sept. 1 & 2, noon — 3 PM.

Sat., Sept. 16, 2023 we’re having our annual rummage sale. Please leave items near the back entrance of
the fellowship hall, but don’t block the door. No clothing items. ??, Call June Langland at 206-463-5850.

OUR FAITH IN ACTION
SUNDAY
1% Food Bank Sunday
10:30 AM Worship
6:30 — 8:30 PM AA Group

MONDAY


mailto:pattewags@aol.com
mailto:contact@vashoncarenetwork.org
http://www.vashoncarenetwork.org/

10:00 AM

TUESDAY
2", 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
3,10:00 AM — noon

WEDNESDAY
1%, 9:00 AM — noon

THURSDAY
Aug. 24, 5:00 PM

FRIDAY
7:00 — 8:30 PM

Intercessory Prayer Group

Quilt Sewers Group
Vashon Quilting Group

Lutheran Quilters Group

IFCH Dinner prepared by VLC, served at VPC

AA Group for Men

Vashon Lutheran Church

P.O. Box 2930, Vashon WA 98070
Street Address:
18623 Vashon Hwy. SW 98070

Church Office Hours:
Tuesday — Friday 12 PM -3 PM

Phone: (206) 463-2655

Email: vic98070@centurytel.net

Website: www.vashonlutheran.org


mailto:vlc98070@centurytel.net
http://www.vashonlutheran.org/

ELW, 532

ELW, 533,v.1,2 &5

ACS, 970

ACS, p. 40
ELW, 793

ACS, 942

Hymns for July 30, 2023
Gather Us In

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

We Come Now to Your Table

Be Known to Us, Lord
Be Thou My Vision

Every Time | Feel the Spirit



