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Vashon Lutheran Church
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Nov. 19, 2023

PRELUDE Dinah Helgeson

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming
day of the LorD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the
night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use
our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with
violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to
welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

CANDLELIGHTING Frank Ericksen, Acolyte

GREETING/ANNOUNCEMENTS Patte Wagner, Lay Leader

Congregation stands as able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: Rev. Wayne Bacus
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and

calls us beloved.
C: Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Holy One,

C: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We
forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are
infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through
 Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us
live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn (next page): ELW, #890



P.

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory
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1 Mine eyes have seen the glo - ry of the com - ing of the Lord;
2 He has sound-ed forth the trum - pet that shall nev - er call Te - treat;
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he is  tram - plingout the vin - tage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
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Glo - ry, glo -ry! Hal-le - lu - jah! Glo - ry, glo -ry! Hal-1le - lu - jah!
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Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910
Music: BATTLE HYMN, North American, 19th cent.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. C: And also with you.

KYRIE (next page): ACS, p. 31



Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.

Song of Praise: ACS, p. 31
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1 Glo - ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo - ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo - ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - 1ing, re - birth.
yvours the a - noint - ing. the ra - di - ant worth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and
you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for
the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. Please sit

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 Judy Carr, Lector (L)
Lector: A reading from Zephaniah, Chapter 1.
L: Be silent before the Lord Gob! For the day of the LORD is at hand;

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.

At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the people

who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts,



“The LorD will not do good, nor will he do harm.”

Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.

The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast;

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.

That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish,

a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom,

a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry

against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.

I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;

because they have sinned against the LORD; their blood shall be poured out like dust,

and their flesh like dung.

Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed,;

for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 90:1-12 Nancy Lee Spears, Cantor
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Lord, you have ! been our refuge *from one generation ! to another.

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the ' earth were born,
*from age to age  you are God.

You turn us back to the | dust and say, **Turn back, O child- ! ren of earth.”

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when ! it is past

*and like a watch ! in the night;

you sweep them away ! like a dream, *they fade away suddenly ! like the grass:

in the morning it is ' green and flourishes; *in the evening it is dried | up and withered.
For we are consumed ! by your anger; *we are afraid because ! of your wrath.

'Our iniquities you have ! set before you,

*and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance.

When you are angry, all our | days are gone; *we bring our years to an end ! like a sigh.
The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength ! even eighty;

*yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and' we are gone.
Who regards the power | of your wrath? *Who rightly fears your ! indignation?

So teach us to num- ! ber our days *that we may apply our ' hearts to wisdom.



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Judy Carr, Lector
L: A reading from 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 5.

L: Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come
like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction
will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!
But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us
not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. Please stand as able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ACS, P. 14
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30 Rev. Wayne Bacus

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 25. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: [Jesus said to the disciples:] “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves
and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to
each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one
who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five



talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward,
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, [ have made two more talents.” His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so |
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow,
and gather where | did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with interest. So take the
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will
be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they
have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O God.
MESSAGE:

Congregation sits

Rev. Wayne Bacus
Congregation stands as able

HYMN OF THE DAY: ACS, #1063
God of the Fertile Fields
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that all in ev - ry land be clothed and fed.
for peo - ple ev - ry - where that all may live.
no hum - ble task re - fused your love be - stows.
Guide all we say and do Your will be done.
Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891—-1974, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 17161796
& 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company., Carol Stream. IL 60188. All rights reserved.
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nistrator or reporting usage under valid license.



APOSTLES’ CREED:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. Please sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Patte Wagner, Assisting Minister (A)

A: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.

A: Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, and you equip the church to
serve. Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, that we use our talents to glorify you and
encourage our neighbor. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: You have been our dwelling place from one generation to another. Sustain the life of the
planet; protect farmlands and harvests. Direct all people in wise stewardship of all the earth’s
resources. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill these values in the hearts of all nations and their
leaders. Free any who are oppressed, expose all corruption, and bring redemption to victims of
injustice. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Where there is sickness or
sorrow, bring healing, and where there is loneliness, reveal your love in community. We lift up
all those in need, either silently or aloud... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for the faith formation ministries of our church. Give to all children, youth, and
adults who study your word the breastplate of faith and love. Shape us by your love and show
us how to encourage one another. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: Gracious God, you are faithful in all generations. For the promise of life and rest and for the
witness of those who have died in faith we praise your goodness.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

P: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. C: And also with you.

P: (At the end of passing of the peace) Now is the time for the sharing of our gifts to God.



OFFERING/OFFERTORY RESPONSE:

Praise and Thanksgiving

ELW, #689

Text: Albert F. Bavyly, 1901—-1984, alt.

Music: BLINESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Forlress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER:
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P: Let us pray. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your

table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather
these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast
upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our

Sovereign and Servant. Amen.

Congregation stands as able

GREAT THANKSGIVING:

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE:
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Lord. Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER/COMMUNION:

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

P: Invitation to Communion: This is the table, not of this church, but of Jesus Christ. It is
made ready for those who love him and those who want to love him more. So come, you who
have much faith, and you who have little; come, you who have been here often and you who
have not been here in a long time. Come, you who have never been before; come, you who have
tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, not because the church invites you; this is
Christ, and he invites you to meet him right here. Congregation Sits

Communion Hymn #1(next page): ACS, p. 41



Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break -ing of the bread.
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW, #815

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Tcxt: Kathlcen Thomerson, b, 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Duplication in any form prohibited without pecrmission or valid licensce from copyright administrator.



P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep
and unite us, now and forever. C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:

P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children and give us glad and

generous hearts as we meet you on the way. C: Amen.

BLESSING:

P: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of

God, Sovereign *+ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. C: Amen

Sending Song: ELW, #677
This Little Light of Mine
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2 Ev-"r1y - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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let it shine, let it shine, let 1t shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let 1t shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let 1t shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual

DISMISSAL:

P: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE: Dinah Helgeson

Copyright © 2023, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004030. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Worship Assistants Today: Worship Assistants next week (11/26/23):

Guest Pastor — Rev. Wayne Bacus Care Pastor — Rev. John Michael Barich

Assisting Minister — Patte Wagner Assistant Minister — TBA

Lector — Judy Carr Lector — TBA

Communion Assistant — TBA Communion Assistant — TBA

Usher — Jim Dam Usher — Jim Dam

Musician — Dinah Helgeson Musician — Marita Ericksen

Cantor — Nancy Lee Spears Cantor — Dianne Kutzke

Communion Set Up — TBA Communion Set Up — TBA
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you, Rev. Wayne Bacus for your participation in worship today at VLC!

Contact Gail Larson (206/567-4779) with your prayer requests.

IFCH Dinner Program: VLC provides hand out meals at Vashon Presbyterian Church at 5:00 PM the
fourth Thurs. of the month. Contact Patte Wagner: pattewags@aol.com to help.

The Care Closet, Medical Equipment/Supplies — 206-473-8715. Vashon Care Network — 206-604-3253.
Email: contact@vashoncarenetwork.org; website: www.vashoncarenetwork.org

Prayer & Healing Service — Rev. Jeff Larson PhD is offering a prayer & healing service on the first Weds.
of the month at 6:30 PM, in the sanctuary. All are welcome!

VCN FAMILY CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP - Vashon Care Network invites you to join other
family caregivers in a safe, supportive space to share the experience of caregiving. Support circles are
Thursdays, 6:30—7:30 PM at Vashon Lutheran. If you need someone to stay with your loved one so you can
participate, please let us know. Join us for coffee, tea, cookies & community. ?? Contact Kathy Shafel,
kshafel@comcast.net, cell: 206.718-1458 or Tory Hayes, victoriansmith@comcast.net, 206.304-4544

OUR FAITH IN ACTION

SUNDAY

1 Food Bank Sunday

10:30 AM Worship

6:30 — 8:30 PM AA Group

MONDAY

10:00 AM Intercessory Prayer Group

4™ 6:00 — 8:00 PM

TUESDAY
2"49:00 AM - 1:00 PM
3 10:00 AM — noon

WEDNESDAY

1%, 9:00 AM — noon
1%, 6:30 PM

3", 7:00 PM

VCN Board Meeting

Quilt Sewers Group
Vashon Quilting Group

Lutheran Quilters Group
Prayer & Healing Service
VLC Council Meeting


mailto:pattewags@aol.com
mailto:contact@vashoncarenetwork.org
http://www.vashoncarenetwork.org/
mailto:kshafel@comcast.net
mailto:victoriansmith@comcast.net

THURSDAY
6:30-7:30 PM
4™ 5:00 PM

FRIDAY
7:00 — 8:30 PM

VCN Family Caregivers Support Group at VLC
IFCH Dinner prepared by VLC, served at VPC

AA Group for Men

Vashon Lutheran Church

P.O. Box 2930, Vashon WA 98070
Street Address:
18623 Vashon Hwy. SW 98070

Church Office Hours:
Tuesday — Friday 12 PM -3 PM

Phone: (206) 463-2655

Email: vic98070@centurytel.net

Website: www.vashonlutheran.org


mailto:vlc98070@centurytel.net
http://www.vashonlutheran.org/

ELW, 890

ACS, 1063

ELW, 689

ACS, p. 40

ELW, 815

ELW, 677

Hymns for Nov. 19, 2023

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory

God of the Fertile Fields

Praise and Thanksgiving

Be Known to Us, Lord

| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

This Little Light of Mine



