
      
 
 

                                                  
 

 

                                       



 
                                          Vashon Lutheran Church 
                                                   12

th
 Sunday after Pentecost  

                                                      August 31, 2025, 10:30 AM 

 

PRELUDE           Abbot’s Leigh, Prelude & Chorale, by Carl D.N. Klein         Carl Kishline 
 

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a 

place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual 

love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still. 

 

GREETING/ANNOUNCEMENTS                Gail Larson, Lay Leader 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                        Rev. John Michael Barich 
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P:  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.  

 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

 

P:  Merciful God,  

C:  you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You 

lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing 

what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. Amen. 

 

P:  You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of ☩ 

Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, 

you are a new creation.  C:  Amen. 

 

CANDLELIGHTING                               Acolyte 

 

Gathering Hymn (next page):          ELW, #526, v. 1, 3 & 4 



       



P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  C: And also with you. 

KYRIE:                 ACS, p. 31 

  
Song of Praise:                              ACS, p. 31 

   
PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

P: Let us pray. O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. 

Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  C:  Amen.                                           Congregation sits    
 

FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7a       Ben Killian-Scott, Lector (L)  

Lector:  A reading from Proverbs, Chapter 25.  

L:  Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great, for it is 

better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.    

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 112 – (SPOKEN; Congregation speaks the dark print) 

P: Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in God’s 

commandments! 

C: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 

blessed.  

P: Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 



C: Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of 

compassion. 

P: It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 

C: For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.  

P: They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

C: Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their 

enemies. 

P: They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will hold 

up their head with honor. 

C: The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 

the desires of the wicked will perish.                                                                                          

    

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16             Ben Killian-Scott, Lector 

Lector:  A reading from Hebrews, Chapter13. 

L:  Let mutual affection continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 

that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as 

though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 

were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 

undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the 

love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave 

you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be 

afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 

  Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of 

their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

forever. Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 

of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. Please stand as able                                                             

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                     ACS, P. 31      

     
GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14                     Rev. John Michael Barich 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 14.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal 

on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 



  When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. “When 

you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 

someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, and the host who invited 

both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you 

would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 

place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you 

will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves 

will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

  He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 

invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they 

may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed because they cannot repay 

you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. C:  Praise to you, O Christ.             Please sit 

 

Message:                       Rev. John Michael Barich 

                                                                                                                                                    Congregation stands as able  

HYMN OF THE DAY:                      ELW, 522 

    



APOSTLES’ CREED:                

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus   

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  Please sit. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:                Nancy Lee Spears, Assisting Minister (A) 

A:  Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 

 

A:  For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday school teachers, and 

Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the word of God. Equip all the 

baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

A:  For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor in fields 

and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and provide for the cattle 

and creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. Guide them to enact 

equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor Day weekend, make us mindful of workers 

whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
        

A:  For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of vulnerable 

communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or struggle to make ends meet. 

Accompany all who need reassurance of your loving presence.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and greeters a spirit 

of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed and nourish us.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we offer our 

sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and forever.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  Children of God, what is on your hearts this morning? What else shall we pray for? (Prayers 

of thanksgiving/petition may be offered aloud here)….Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always 

receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. C: Amen.  

P:  The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. C: And also with you.    Share the peace.   



P:  Now is the time for the sharing of our gifts to God. 
 

OFFERING RESPONSE:                   ELW, #481 (sing 2 times)    

 

OFFERING PRAYER:  

P: Let us pray.  

C:  Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 

plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we 

may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING:                              Rev. John Michael Barich, Cantor, A cappella  

 
PREFACE:  (Rev. Barich Chants,  A cappella) 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY… (next page)                ACS, p. 36         



   

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER/COMMUNION:    Rev. Meredith Harmon 

PH: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

    Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

     and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for  

    you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

PH: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  Rev. Meredith Harmon 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

PH:  Invitation to Communion:  This is the table, not of this church, but of Jesus Christ. It is 

made ready for those who love him and those who want to love him more. So come, you who 

have much faith, and you who have little; come, you who have been here often and you who 

have not been here in a long time. Come, you who have never been before; come, you who have 

tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, not because the church invites you; this is 

Christ, and he invites you to meet him right here.           Congregation Sits 



Communion Hymn #1:                         ACS, p. 41  

 
Communion Hymn #2:              ELW, #807 

   

P:  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep   

and unite us, now and forever.  C:  Amen.  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:                                                     Rev. Meredith Harmon 

PH:  Let us pray. Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your 

grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in 

Jesus’ name. C: Amen.   

BLESSING:                                                                                                        Rev. John Michael Barich 

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the 

life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. C: Amen 

Sending Song:                        ELW, #631, v. 1, 3 & 4 

    



DISMISSAL:  P:  Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE          Come Unto Him, All Ye That Labor, by. G. F. Handel          Carl Kishline 
 

Copyright © 2025, Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004030. New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,  Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.  

Worship Assistants Today:                              Assistants next Sunday 10:30 AM (9/7/2025):                                                                                       

Guest Pastors –Rev. JM Barich, Rev. M Harmon      Guest Pastor – Rev. John Michael Barich        

Assisting Minister – Nancy Lee Spears      Assisting Minister – Harriet Shull Nelson 

Lector – Ben Killian-Scott                  Lector – Reidar Dittmann 

Communion Assistant – Rev. Meredith Harmon       Communion Assistant – Janet Williams  

Usher – Jim Dam                     Usher – Jim Dam 

Musician – Carl Kishline           Musician – Marita Ericksen 

Communion Set Up – Gail Larson       Communion Set Up – TBA 
 

                                                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you, Rev. John Michael Barich & Rev. Meredith Harmon , for participating in worship today! 
  

No Sunday Bible study group today. It is postponed until Sept. 7, and will be led by Roger Gebhard. 

Contact Gail Larson (206/852-4967) with your prayer requests. 
 

IFCH Dinner Program - VLC provides hand out meals at Vashon Presbyterian Church at 5:00 PM the 
fourth Thurs. of the month. Contact Cheryl Weise: cheryl.weise@gmail.com. 
 

The Care Closet, Medical Equipment/Supplies – 206-473-8715. Vashon Care Network – 206-473-8715.  
Email:  contact@vashoncarenetwork.org; website:  www.vashoncarenetwork.org 
 

VCN FAMILY CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP - Vashon Care Network invites you to join other 
family caregivers in a safe, supportive space to share the experience of caregiving. Thursdays, 6:30–7:30 
PM at VLC.  ?? Call Tory Hayes, 206.304-4544, victoriansmith@comcast.net.  
 

The Vashon Old Friends Club will officially open at the Presbyterian Church, Wednesday, Sept. 17. The 
Club is a place of fun and friendship for adults with memory loss or cognitive change. It provides a healthy break 
for their caregivers. It will be offered every Weds., 9:30 am– 2:30 pm. Together, coordinators will craft each day 
around art, games, gentle exercise, music, and good food to engage members’ strengths, and foster community, 
friendship, and joy. As we move into fall, we’ll update the larger community about the Old Friends Club. If you are 
a caregiver or know someone with cognitive challenges and want to learn more, please submit a Program Interest 
Form available on the Vashon Care Network website: www.vashoncarenetwork.org. Volunteers are a key element 
of program success. If you’re interested in volunteering, contact Lauretta Hyde, laurettahyde721@gmail.com.  
                                                              
                 OUR FAITH IN ACTION 
SUNDAY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
1st         Food Bank Sunday  
Sept. 7, 9:45 AM – 10: 15 AM        Bible Study w/ Roger Gebhard 
10:30 AM       Worship Service                                                                                              
6:30 – 8:30 PM      AA Group 
 

MONDAY 
4th, 6:00 – 8:00 PM       VCN Board Meeting 
 

TUESDAY 
2nd, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM     Quilt Sewers Group 
3rd, 10:00 AM – noon      Vashon Quilting Group 

mailto:cheryl.weise@gmail.com
mailto:contact@vashoncarenetwork.org
http://www.vashoncarenetwork.org/
https://vashoncarenetwork.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ef4754100a82e97320a82e13&id=e66cd13a9e&e=d7b8038953
mailto:laurettahyde721@gmail.com


WEDNESDAY 
1st, 9:00 AM – noon      Lutheran Quilters Group  
 

THURSDAY 
Sept. 25, 5:00 PM      IFCH Dinner at Vashon Presbyterian Church 
6:30-7:30 PM       VCN Family Caregivers Support Group at VLC 
 
FRIDAY 
7:00 – 8:30 PM      AA Group for Men 
 

SATURDAY 
September 20, 3:00 PM     VLC Council Meeting, In Person 

                                                                                              

                                    Vashon Lutheran Church 

                                         Mailing Address: 

                                             P.O. Box 2930           

Vashon WA  98070 

Street Address: 

18623 Vashon Hwy. SW 
 

Church office hours: 

  Tuesday – Friday noon – 3 PM 

   Phone:  (206) 463-2655 
 

                               Email:  vlc98070@centurytel.net   

                             Website:  www.vashonlutheran.org                                                                       

mailto:vlc98070@centurytel.net


  Hymns for August 31, 2025 

ELW, 526, v. 1, 3 & 4 God Is Here! 

 

ELW , 522   As We Gather at Your Table  

     

ELW, 481    Come to the Table 

 

ELW, 807    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing    

 

ELW, 631, v. 1, 3 & 4 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     

           


