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From the BISHOP:  

There are snakes all around us. It might not seem like it, but just like the snakes that surrounded the 

people of Israel, snakes are surrounding us. Let me remind you of that story found in Numbers 21. The 

people of Israel had been in the wilderness for almost 40 years and they are tired. They are worn out. 

They are angry. They are annoyed. There is no water and the manna which God has provided for them 

is, as the people say, “miserable.” They complain about God and they complain about Moses. And 

suddenly, in the middle of their complaining, they are surrounded by snakes.  

Snakes slithering around them. People running and screaming. People snatching their children up from 

the  ground. Snakes biting and biting and biting. People dying. Finally, desperate, they ask Moses to 

pray to God on their behalf. And he does. And in response to Moses’ prayer, God sends this message. 

God commands Moses to lift a rod into the air with a bronze serpent on it for the people to gaze upon. 

(You can read the full story in Numbers 21:4-9). 

Do you see how strange it is for God to command this? To tell them to make a statue of the horrible 

thing that is killing them? My guess is that they wanted to shield their eyes from this monstrosity. No 

one wanted to look. Truly when they gazed upon that bronze serpent they saw a scary, horrifying, life-

killing image of death. They saw poison and destruction.  

But do you know what happens in the story? It is amazing. For when those who were bitten looked up 

and saw that which scared them the most, what brought the most destruction to them, they were 

saved. They lived. Out of death came new life. 

There are snakes all around us, too. Do you feel them? These snakes take many forms: violence, 

hatred, greed, despair. Sometimes the snakes look like systems too big to fight. Sometimes they look 

like shadows in our own hearts. We may want to pretend they are not here. We may want to close our 

eyes and hope they slither away. But they don’t. They linger, bite, and wound. Like the Israelites in the 

wilderness, we are not spared from being surrounded by snakes. 

And just like the Israelites, God calls us not to turn away but to look. To see the truth of what is around 

us. To name the injustice, the fear, the grief, the death-dealing realities in our midst. This is not easy. 

Looking at the snakes feels unbearable. But even more, we are called to look beyond the snakes to 

what is lifted up. For it is only when the people lifted their eyes and saw the bronzed snake could they 

find life again.  
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This Numbers story is quoted by Jesus in John 3. There, we hear, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

Jesus is using the Numbers story as an invitation for us as followers of Jesus. We are called to gaze upon something beyond the heartache 

and violence and all the snakes that are surrounding us. God calls us, just as Moses called the Israelites, to look up. 

And what are we called to see? Not a bronzed snake but a cross. The cross. The cross of Christ is our bronzed serpent. On it,  we see the 

ugliest things – violence, betrayal, injustice, sin, death itself. And yet, we are promised that this is exactly where God meets us. It is where 

Jesus bears what we cannot carry, where God does not hide from the world’s brokenness and, instead, becomes broken for the world. 

Where God’s promise that even death is transformed to the means of redemption, healing, and abundant life. 

The snakes don’t magically disappear. And we are called to confess, grieve, speak, listen, and act in community regarding the  snakes. But 

ultimately, we lift our eyes, our voices, and our actions beyond the snakes towards the new life that is promised – where suffering is met 

with God’s redeeming love. And in holy community is where we are strengthened again – discovering that healing and new life are 

possible, always, together, through Christ. Amen. 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org

 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kathleen Odekirk, a long-time member of VLC, passed away on Aug. 13. Her graveside/columbarium service will be Sat., 

Oct. 18, at 11:00 AM at the Vashon Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit. Cards may be sent to: Kim Odekirk, 13028 25th Ave. 

NE, Seattle, WA 98125.  

Contact Gail Larson (206/852-4967) with your prayer requests. 

IFCH Dinner Program - VLC provides hand out meals at Vashon Presbyterian Church at 5:00 PM the fourth Thurs. of the 

month. Contact Cheryl Weise: cheryl.weise@gmail.com. 

The Care Closet, Medical Equipment/Supplies – 206-473-8715. Vashon Care Network – 206-473-8715.  Email:  

contact@vashoncarenetwork.org; website:  www.vashoncarenetwork.org   

VCN FAMILY CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP - Vashon Care Network invites you to join other family caregivers in a 

safe, supportive space to share the experience of caregiving. Thursdays, 6:30–7:30 PM at VLC.  ?? Call Tory Hayes, 206.304-

4544, victoriansmith@comcast.net.    

The Vashon Old Friends Club will officially open at the Presbyterian Church, Wednesday, Sept. 17. The Club is a place of fun 

and friendship for adults with memory loss or cognitive change. It provides breaks for their caregivers. It will be offered every Weds., 

9:30 am– 2:30 pm. If you are a caregiver or know someone with cognitive challenges and want to learn more, please submit 

a Program Interest Form available on the Vashon Care Network website: www.vashoncarenetwork.org. Volunteers are a key element 

of program success. If you’re interested in volunteering, contact Lauretta Hyde, laurettahyde721@gmail.com. 

 

The LiVE 2025–26 Project for Congregations is available! The VLC Council has approved our church’s participation in the 

LiVE Project, offered through NW WA Synod ELCA, and led by Rev. Dr. David Hahn. This gives an unlimited number of 

members of our congregation access to a year of spiritual formation - including retreats, multi-week courses, digital 

resources, & leadership tools. Below are LiVE Project’s Offerings for 2025-2026 | Practicing Faith in Woven Ways:  

Fall Course: Practicing Faith Beyond Certainty - Online Wednesdays, Sept. 24- Nov. 12, 7-8:30pm 

Retreat 2: Practicing Faith in Woven Ways on Sat., Nov 1, 9am-3pm, in-person 

Retreat 3: Practicing Faith in the Wilderness - on Sat., Feb 7, 9am-3pm, in-person 

Lenten Course: Practicing Faith in the Wilderness: Mystics and Mysticism - Online Thursdays, Feb.19-March 25, 7-8:30pm 

(Stay tuned for additional offerings!) 

The coupon code to use to register is LiVE2025. Go to the link below to register, and to receive the email with the ZOOM 

links for the events you are interested in attending. Here’s the link: 

                   nwwasynod.regfox.com/practicing-faith-beyond-certainty-a-live-project-online-course  
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Our Faith In Action 
 

SUNDAY  

1st     Food Bank Sunday 

9:45 AM – 10: 15 AM   Bible Study w/Roger Gebhard  

10:30 AM     Worship Service 

6:30 – 8:30 PM    AA Group 

 

MONDAY 

4th, 6:00 – 8:00 PM     VCN Board Meeting 

 

TUESDAY 

2nd, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM   Quilt Sewers Group 

3rd, 10:00 AM – noon   Vashon Quilting Group 

Oct. 21, 3:30 – 5:30 PM   VCA Youth Musical Theatre Rehearsal 
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1st, 9:00 AM – noon   Lutheran Quilters Group 

Oct. 22, 3:30 – 5:30 PM   VCA Youth Musical Theatre Rehearsal 

 

THURSDAY 

September 25, 5:00 PM   IFCH Dinner at Vashon Presbyterian Church 

6:30-7:30 PM    VCN Family Caregivers Support Group at VLC 

Oct. 23, 3:30 – 5:30 PM   VCA Youth Musical Theatre Rehearsal 

 

FRIDAY 

7:00 – 8:30 PM    AA Group for Men 

  

SATURDAY 

Oct. 18, 11:00 AM    Kathleen Odekirk Memorial, Episcopal COHS 

Oct 25, 3:00 PM    VLC Council Meeting In-person 
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