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​Message from the Bishop​

​From the Bishop:​
​I am so glad that the cherry trees and magnolia trees and dogwoods are blooming. I am​
​ecstatic to see daffodils and tulips … and to trust that the azaleas and rhododendrons are​
​on the way. I can almost taste local strawberries … ones with real flavor. And the promise of​
​juicy tomatoes is getting closer. I can feel the dirt under my fingernails as I begin to plant in​
​my small yard and garden. There is something both ancient and new, hopeful and earthy​
​about planting a garden.​

​If you think about it, one of the first images we have in scripture is of a garden. God created​
​humans and put them in a garden. And at the very end of the Bible, in Revelation 22, we​
​hear a description of another beautiful garden – this one with a river flowing on and on, and​
​the tree of life on either side, bearing fruit and offering healing for all nations. It is in our​
​bones, our hearts, our souls to be in a garden – to be grounded in abundance. To be​
​planted by the river of the water of life, flowing from the throne of God.​

​Still, we might look at our communities and this world and think, “There isn’t enough. There​
​isn’t enough care. There is a lack of justice and empathy and hope.” We might look at our​
​congregation and lament, “There aren’t enough resources. We have so little. What can we​
​possibly do?” We might look at our own lives and wonder if we can make any difference at​
​all.​

​But while we are holding to what little we think we have, God is busy growing and creating,​
​bringing new life from what seemed dormant. Scripture reminds us again and again that we​
​are planted in God’s abundant garden, even when we forget it. God provides water when​
​we feel parched. God feeds us when we are hungry. God is ripening tomatoes right before​
​our eyes – even as we complain about the pale and tasteless ones from the grocery store.​

​What a gift and promise this is – from the beginning of creation to today and into God’s​
​future: God provides. Even when we doubt. Even when we hoard. Even when we grasp for​
​more. God still provides. God provided clothing in the garden, manna in the desert, water​
​from a rock, oil that didn’t run out. Jesus fed 5000, and Jesus appeared to Mary in a garden.​
​What a generous and extravagant God.​

​We are truly planted in God’s abundance.​

​And with that promise, I invite you to come to the​​synod gathering on May 30 for Life in​
​God’s Garden: Seeds of Generosity.​​(Learn more and​​get registered here:​
​https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/synod-gathering/2026-05-30​​)​​It will be a day of​
​learning, community, encouragement, and imagining together how we live generously for​
​the sake of the world. For we trust that through the Spirit, God plants. God waters. God​
​brings life. And by grace, we get to be a part of it – as people rooted in God’s garden.​
​Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee |​​bishop@lutheransnw.org​



​Announcements​

​Sunday, May 24, is the Day of Pentecost Sunday.​​Feel​​free to wear the color red to church for​
​Pentecost!​

​Contact Gail Larson (206/852-4967)​​with your prayer​​requests.​

​IFCH Dinner Program​​-​​VLC will provide a meal at Vashon​​Presbyterian Church at 5:00 PM the​
​fourth Thursday of the month. Contact Cheryl Weise:​​cheryl.weise@gmail.com​​.​

​The Care Closet​​, Medical Equipment/Supplies – 206-473-8715.​​Vashon Care Network​​–​
​206-473-8715. Email:​ ​contact@vashoncarenetwork.org​​;​​website:​ ​www.vashoncarenetwork.org​​.​

​VCN FAMILY CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP​​- Vashon Care​​Network invites you to join​
​other family caregivers in a safe, supportive space to share the experience of​
​caregiving. Thursdays, 6:30–7:30 PM at VLC​​. ​​?? Call​​Tory Hayes, 206.304-4544,​
​victoriansmith@comcast.net.​

​Vashon Youth and Family Services, Family Place offers free programs​​to support families with​
​young children in our community. Parents as Teachers (PAT) program provides home visits,​
​pregnancy through kindergarten to help children grow up healthy, safe, and ready for school. The​
​program focuses on child development, parenting practices, and family wellbeing. They offer​
​weekly structured playgroups for caregivers and children on Tues. & Fri., along with a​
​Motherhood support group on Monday mornings.​​Contact:​ ​206-348-3564,​
​www.vyfs.org/family-place​​;​​familyplace@vyfs.org​​, at​​Vashon United Methodist.​

​Sat., May 9, 1:30 - 3:30, Lewis Hall, Vashon.​​The​​Vashon Island Unitarian Universalists together​
​w/ Friends of Thunderbird, Vashon Maury Island Land Trust, Vashon-Maury SURJ and the​
​Vashon Heritage Museum​​invite you to a special afternoon​​with Ramona Bennett Bill (Puyallup),​
​longtime tribal leader, and author of ​​Fighting for​​the Puyallup​​. She has spent decades advocating​
​for tribal sovereignty, treaty rights, and Indigenous self-determination. Ms. Bennett Bill will share​
​stories from her life, discuss the history behind the fight for tribal rights, and read from her book. ​
​Books will be available for purchase and signing.​​Lewis Hall is behind Burton Comm. Church,​
​23905 Vashon Hwy SW.​



​Our Faith In Action​
​SUNDAY​
​1​​st​ ​Food Bank Sunday​
​9:45 AM – 10: 15 AM​ ​Bible Study in Fellowship Hall​
​10:30 AM​ ​Worship Service​
​May 17, noon​ ​VLC Council Meeting​
​6:30 – 8:30 PM​ ​AA Group​

​MONDAY​
​May 11, 6:30 – 10:30 PM​ ​Vashon Opera Rehearsal​

​TUESDAY​
​2​​nd​​, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM​ ​Quilt Sewers Group​
​3​​rd​​, 10:00 AM – noon​ ​Vashon Quilting Group​

​WEDNESDAY​
​1​​st​​, 9:00 AM – noon​ ​Lutheran Quilters Group​

​THURSDAY​
​May 28, 5:00 PM​ ​IFCH dinner served at Vashon Presbyterian Ch.​
​6:30-7:30 PM​ ​VCN Family Caregivers Support Group at VLC​

​FRIDAY​
​7:00 – 8:30 PM​ ​AA Group for Men​
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